
	

	

 

SERMON STUDY GUIDE 
 
Sunday September 6, 2020 
Nehemiah 4:1-14 
 
INTRODUCTION 

• What would you describe as an opposition that you experience (or observe) in 
your world right now? 

• What are some of the things that you fear? 
 
This week we take a deeper look at the first half of Nehemiah 4. As we heard this 
weekend, this chapter describes amazing faith and perseverance (and teamwork) in 
the midst of incredible opposition. Before we move on, let’s stop and pray.  Let’s 
thank the Lord for his presence and protection in the midst of opposition and 
struggle. 

 
Psalm 61:1–4 
Hear my cry, O God, 
listen to my prayer; 
from the end of the earth I call to you 
when my heart is faint. 
Lead me to the rock 
that is higher than I, 
for you have been my refuge, 
a strong tower against the enemy. 
 
Let me dwell in your tent forever! 
Let me take refuge under the shelter of your wings! Selah (ESV) 
 

INTO THE BIBLE 
Read Nehemiah 4:1-14 

• Read Nehemiah 2:10, 2:19, 4:1 and 4:7.  What do you learn about the man 
Sanballat? 

• What do you observe about the opposition that is brought against the Jews 
in Nehemiah 4:1-14? 



	

	

• What might be some of the motivations and reasons for this opposition? 
• Read verses 1-14 again. (Try reading it in a different version.) What words of 

emotion do you observe from these verses? 
• What do you observe about the response of Nehemiah, and the people, to 

this opposition?  
• What might be the significance of the angered response when the “breaches 

were beginning to be closed” (v. 7)? 
• What are some of the things that you learn about God from these verses? 
• Focus on verse 10. What truths and insights can you glean from this verse 

regarding the condition and response of the people? 
• Using only one word, how would you describe the opposition that Nehemiah 

and the people are experiencing? 
• Using only one word, how would you summarize their response to this 

opposition? 
 

APPLICATION 
• What has the Lord impressed upon you from this week’s look at Nehemiah 4? 
• How would you define faith in the context of responding to opposition and 

challenge? In other words, what does it look like to have faith—or to “respond 
in faith”—to these types of situations? 

• Where might the Lord be asking you to “keep pressing on in faith” where you 
might be experiencing opposition or setbacks? 

• In verse 14 we read, “Do not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord who is 
great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, 
your wives and your homes.” 
 

As you ponder that list of who Nehemiah called the people to “fight for,” 
which one of that “groups of people” catches your attention?  (Brothers, your 
sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes? This could also be our 
brothers and sisters across the globe.) 

• As you think about your own life, which group of people might God might be 
asking you—in faith—to fight for? 

• How might God be inviting you to pray, step out in faith, join in the battle, 
stand in the gap, keep a watch for, pray, or work for, on behalf of this group? 

 
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us 



	

	

consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see 
the Day drawing near.  

Hebrews 10:23-25 


